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HONORING HAROLD KRIER
BY MARK PHELPS

Harold Krier taxiing his Super Chipmunk during
an air show in Fairview, Oklahoma, in 1970.

A VETERAN AIRLINE PILOT IN HIS “DAY
JOB,” ELITE AIR SHOW ANNOUNCER DANNY
CLISHAM REFLECTED, “I’VE ALWAYS SEEN
THE WORLD FROM 30,000 FEET. ALL MY
LIFE, I’VE BEEN GOING HIGH AND FAST.”
OVER THE PAST FEW YEARS, THOUGH, IT
BECAME CLEAR TO HIM THAT IT WAS TIME
FOR A CHANGE OF PERSPECTIVE. HE SHIFTED
HIS SIGHTS TO LOW AND SLOW. AND IN
A WAY, IT WAS A RETURN TO HIS YOUTH,
WHEN HE WAS ENAMORED OF AIR SHOW
PERFORMERS SUCH AS BEVO HOWARD,
CHARLIE HILLARD, AND HAROLD KRIER.
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DANNY CLISHAM & HIS CUB
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TOP: The Harold Krier paint scheme was a natural for Danny to
choose. LEFT: Danny’s Legend Cub has the iconic clamshell doors of
the original, but on both sides for what he describes as an opencockpit feel. ABOVE: The panel is uncomplicated, just like the low
and slow flying it evokes. MIDDLE: But the upholstery carries a
personalized splash of Danny’s Hollywood image.

40 Sport Aviation July 2012

C&)#"/0A+'%8);)$A+1'/1+!/3)+'"!+5/!%2.+
/.+/(+/"$+.'%8+&)$5%$!)$F+!/(9+#$)3"1+
,/$%03+8"1'+$);";"(6+1')+.&%$1+%5+/)$%4
D/1"#.+"(+1')+G("1)3+C1/1).+32$"(6+1')+
=>HI.+/(3+)/$09+-JI.*+,/$%03+8/.+7"00)3+
.&"(+1).1"(6+/(+)K&)$"!)(1/0+/"$&0/()+"(+
B209+=>L=A+D21+'".+0)6)(3+0";).+%(+/!%(6+
/)$%D/1"#+/"$+.'%8+&)$5%$!)$.*
M/((9-.+&)$.%(/0+E2D+!)!%$").+6%+

PHOTOGRAPHY BY JIM KOEPNICK

!"#$%$&'"()"*+,"-$%'".)"/$0"1*233324"5&"#(.'2"#5(6.78"5.#"
5&('"9.)5"0&80&),
:$0";(77<2")5&"=(.7)"#>5&?&"$7"@(0$%'A#"BCD"9(#"
)5&"D&#)"$/"(7<"(.0"#5$9"(.0=%(7&"()")5&").?&2"$0"
#.7>&,"@&"#(.'2"EF5&"())&7).$7")$"'&)(.%"9(#"(?(G.78"
/$0"(7"(.0"#5$9"(.0=%(7&,"!)"5('"("#)(0DC0#)"#>5&?&"
$7")5&")$=2"DC)"(">5&>6&0D$(0'"=())&07"$7")5&"D$)H
)$?#"$/")5&"9.78#2"5$0.G$7)(%"#)(D.%.G&02"(7'"%(7'.78"
8&(0"#$")5&">0$9'">$C%'"&(#.%<")&%%"95&7".)"9(#"
.7I&0)&',"J=">%$#&2"<$C"#(9")5&"0&'"(7'"D%C&"9&0&"
#&=(0()&'"D<"("#)0&(6"$/"95.)&2"95.>5"?('&".)"#)(7'"
$C),"K&0<"%(D$0H.7)&7#.I&,"!)A#"(").?&H>$7#C?.78"
#>5&?&")$"(==%<2"DC)"5.#">%.=H9.78"BCDL(7'")5&"
M0&()"N(6&#"-=&>.(%"(7'")5&"B5.=?C76"(/)&0".)L
0&(%%<"#)$$'"$C),"!)"9(#"("0&(%"0(GG?()(GG"=(.7)"
#>5&?&2"DC)"'$7&".7"("I&0<")(#)&/C%"9(<,4
O$#)"BCD"/(7#"67$9")5()"E>%.=H9.784".#"("#%.85)%<"
'&>&=).I&")&0?2".?=%<.78")5()")5&"9.78#"(0&"#5$0)H
&7&'"/0$?")5&").=#".79(0',"P$)"#$,"Q>)C(%%<2")5&"9.78#"
(0&"#5$0)&7&'"D<"0&?$I.78"R3H*ST".7>5&#"/0$?")5&"
0$$)"$/"&(>5"$7&,"F5&"U&&'"I&0#.$7"$/")5&">%.=H9.78"
BCD".7>%C'&'"'$CD%.78")5&"7C?D&0"$/"0.D#".7")5&"
0&?(.7.78"9.78#=(72"(''.78"("I&0).>(%"#)&&%">5(77&%"

#).//&7&0"$7""
)5&"$C)&0""

As a teenager, I bought
a Cub for $900, then
found an instructor
to teach me to fly it.
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DANNY AND AIR SHOW ANNOUNCING

E

AA AirVenture Oshkosh 2012 will mark the 37th year that Danny Clisham
has been a member of the air show announcing team at Oshkosh, and
he’s looking forward to the event with great enthusiasm.
Danny’s interest in aviation began during his childhood, and he credits
his uncle, Jim Mynning, a pilot, for convincing Danny’s parents to allow
him to get involved with air show announcing. In the early 1960s when he
picked up a microphone for the first time, most air show performers just
announced for one another.
Danny’s “break” came at an air show in West Virginia in 1965 when a
local television station’s “color” announcer didn’t know how to describe the
air show routines. “I hopped up behind him on the hay wagon and whispered in his ear that I’d describe the maneuvers in his ear and he could repeat
that to the crowd. Instead, he handed me the microphone, and the last thing
I saw was the bottoms of his shoes as he raced away.”
But Danny, who’d attended air shows throughout his life, thought there
was a way to “elevate the [air show] industry and get the respect it was due.”
A longtime fan of Hollywood show business and announcers like Ed
McMahon and Dick Clark, Danny felt the air show community would be
enhanced if the announcers looked the part. “I thought that dressing like a
celebrity just made the whole program more Hollywood.” So, the signature
Danny Clisham suit was born…and the now famous boutonniere. That came
from Jackie Gleason. “He looked like he cared about his audience. It was just
a class act. If it worked for him, maybe it could work for me.”
Forty-seven years later, that boutonniere is still working for Danny, and
air show crowds around the world are more informed and gain more enjoyment from air shows because of the work Danny has accomplished.
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DANNY CLISHAM & HIS CUB

When it came to
deciding on a paint
scheme, there was
no hesitation.

BEST CUB AIR SHOW ROUTINE?

D

anny didn’t hesitate a second when asked what’s the
best air show routine in a Piper Cub he’s ever seen.
“John MacGuire from Fort Worth, Texas. He flies a Cub
with air show history dating back to Bevo Howard in the 1930s.”
The Cub’s ownership log is impeccable, having also been stewarded by the late Charlie Hillard. Charlie sold it to Bob Copeland
who, in turn, sold it to John MacGuire. Bob had installed a 180hp Lycoming engine—more than twice the horsepower of
Danny’s Legend Cub—which gives the show Cub standout performance. But John installed an even more interesting
modification. Following an accident in a Pitts Special (caused
by a fire extinguisher jamming the controls), John was paralyzed from the waist down, so he flies his impressive air show
routine with hand controls. Danny said, “He does the best
power maneuvers I’ve ever seen in that aircraft.”
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Mark Phelps, EAA 139610, is an aviation writer
living in New Jersey. He is the former editor of
EAA’s Vintage Airplane magazine and the ownerpilot of a 1954 Beechcraft Bonanza.
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